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received in South Africa; and when he sent out J. A. Froude on
a personal mission to explain them, that distinguished historian's
two visits (1874 and 1875) only increased the local distrust of
Downing Street- A negotiation (1876) with the Orange Free
State, whereby the latter for a lump sum of £90,000 abandoned
its claim to the Kimberley diamonds field, was Carnarvon's sole
success in this quarter.
But by 1876 the problem of white versus black approached a
crisis. Besides many minor factors in it, there were two main
ones—Zululand and the Transvaal. Zululand was a Bantu mili-
tary monarchy, whose king, Keshwayo,1 maintained a highly
drilled army of nearly 40,000 celibate athlete-warriors. It had
been traditional for each of them to 'wash his spear', and the
history of the conquering kingdom (founded by Keshwayo's
grandfather) had been one of incessant wars and aggressions.
The white communities most threatened were Natal and the
Transvaal, and the condition of the latter gave a standing pro-
vocation. Its Republic, now under President Burgers, was
chronically lawless and insolvent. When by the Sands River
Convention of 1852 it had been given its independence, a condi-
tion had been made that there should be no slavery. The only
effect was that in the Transvaal the word Apprentice* was substi-
tuted for 'slave9. Kaffir children were kidnapped and trained to
work in the fields, had their price, and were unprotected by law.
Wagon-loads of them were sold or bartered.2 Moreover groups
of individual farmers were constantly encroaching on native
lands round them. The result was frequent fighting.
In 1875 i*1 a war against a Bantu chief named Sekukuni the
Boers were seriously defeated. Burgers found himself with no
troops and an empty treasury, Accordingly he hired a force of
filibusters (under one Schlickmann,3 a Prussian ex-officer), who
received no pay or supplies, but were to reimburse themselves
by plunder. They committed hideous barbarities, butchering
women and children, and cutting the throats of the wounded.
Kaffir feeling was stung to desperation; there were mutterings
in the Zulu thundercloud; and on S2 September 1876 Lord Car-
narvon wrote to the high commissioner that such a war menaced
1 So spelt by Thcal and by African scholars generally* But the form in use in
England at the time was Cetewayo,
a H. Rider Haggard, Cttewayo and His White Neighbour (1882), eh. ii,
3 He had been an unsuccessful digger at the diamond fields, Most of his filibusters
<?eem to have come jfrom there.

